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As the international community embarks on a global
debate to strengthen pandemic prevention,
preparedness and response, it is important to
consider the crucial work undertaken at municipal
level to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic and to
prevent and respond to possible future pandemics.

Given their capacity to foster a multi-stakeholder
approach and the fact that they deal with many
dimensions of “urban health”, municipal authorities
are also deeply involved in the response to the
pandemic which has been affecting our lives for
more than 2 years now. Due to their proximity to their
population, their knowledge and understanding of
the local actors and context, cities and urban
settings are crucial to prevent, prepare for, and
recover from health emergencies.

This Geneva Urban Debate explores: Which
municipal experiences are relevant for the next
pandemic in terms of prevention, preparedness and
response? Which ones are worth replicating or
scaling up to strengthen global action against future
pandemics? How can best practices translate into
concrete decisions and policies to ensure better
urban health?
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