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Palais des Nations 

Geneva 

I N  F O C U S :  S D G  1 1  D A Y  

Housing & Sustainable
Urban Development in
times of covid and
climate change 



Explore cooperation between UN agencies, States, cities and other
actors
Develop joint thinking of how to achieve more enhanced
engagement of cities in global multilateral diplomacy
Explore how cities could interact more with global governance
institutions based in Geneva.

Amb. Thomas Greminger, Director GCSP

Dr. Lorenzo Kihlgren Grandi, Lecturer, SciencePo Paris and
Columbia University (author of the Book), Italy 
Ms. Marie-Pierre Meganck, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of France
to the United Nations
Mr. Svante L. Myrick, Mayor, Ithaca, New York, USA
Ms. Cecilia Cannon, Director, Executive Master in International
Negotiation & Policy Making, Graduate Institute, Geneva

Moderation: Ms. Kamelia Kemileva, Executive Manager, Geneva
Cities Hub

The event will discuss the role that cities can play in global multilateral
diplomacy and will draw on the UNECE 2020 Forum of Mayors and
similar experiences.

The talk will provide an opportunity to:

The event will be held in French and English, with simultaneous
interpretation and will be showed on Youtube.

WELCOME REMARKS

PANELLISTS 

www.genevacitieshub.org 

Cities stand at a crossroads. “There is an urgent need to rethink and transform
cities to respond to the reality of COVID-19 and potential future pandemics, and
to recover better, by building more resilient, inclusive and sustainable cities”,
according to UN SG Guterres. Hence, the right choices have to be made to
ensure sustainable cities and communities. 

The UNECE Regional Action Plan (RAP) "Tackling challenges from the Covid-19
pandemic, climate and housing emergencies in region, city, neighbourhood and
homes" has been drafted with these objectives in mind. Anchored in numerous
international frameworks, it proposes a series of aims, policies, goals, targets
and related actions to achieve adequate, safe and affordable housing and
sustainable urban development. The RAP should be endorsed at the UNECE
Housing Ministerial Meeting taking place just after this SDG 11 event. 

The event constitutes an opportunity for cities, city networks and other
stakeholders to provide their perspectives on the RAP and share how they
contribute to achieve sustainable urban development through adequate, safe
and affordable housing in the context of the pandemic and the climate
emergency.

Outcomes of the event will inform the discussions of the UNECE Housing
Ministerial Meeting and foster cooperation between relevant stakeholders to
create synergies and promote the effective implementation of SDG11 and other
relevant urban-related SDGs.

French and Spanish interpretation will be provided. 

Registration for this event is compulsory.

Please use the online form.

 

Ms. Olga Algayerova, Executive Secretary, UNECE

Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director, UN-Habitat 

Ms. Beatrice Ferrari, Director of International Affairs, Canton of Geneva, Board

member, Geneva Cities Hub

Moderated by Ms. Doris Andoni (Albania), Chair of UNECE Committee on urban

development, housing and land management

Description

Opening remarks 

https://unece.org/housing/cudhlm-session82
https://indico.un.org/event/36512/

